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INTRODUCTION 


On  May  15,  1964,  the  town  of  Liberty  contracted  with  the 
Division  of  Community  Planning  for  assistance  with  its  plan- 
ning efforts.   The  work  elements  called  for  by  the  contract 
include:  base  mapping,   land  use  survey  and  analysis,  popu- 
lation and  economy  study,   land  development  plan,  zoning 
ordinance,  and  central  business  district  parking  study. 

The  study  of  the  population  and  economy  is  designed  to  be  of 
assistance  in  formulating  a  land  development  plan.   By  pro- 
viding an  inventory  of  human  and  other  resources  available 
in  the  town  and  nearby  areas,   it  is  also  hoped  that  this 
study  of  the  population  and  economy  will  be  of  aid  to  the 
town's  planning  and  zoning  commission  in  other  aspects  of 
their  over-all  planning  efforts.   Since  the  town's  planning 
jurisdiction  extends  for  one  mile  beyond  its  corporate  limits 
developments  in  the  township  near  Liberty  will  be  highlighted 
in  those  cases  where  data  are  available. 

Significant  trends  in  the  population  and  economy  have  been 
noted  and  used  as  a  guide  to  show  what  may  occur  if  past 
trends  continue  unaltered  or  unchecked. 

The  study  relies  heavily  upon  information  compiled  by  the 
Division  of  Community  Planning  and  from  published  and  un- 
published sources  of  data  provided  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census.   Any  other  source  of  information  will 
be  cited. 

Since  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  other  sources  provide  very 
little  information  for  municipalities  with  a  population  of 
less  than  2,500,  data  on  Liberty   Township  are  frequently  pre- 
sented when  available  and  when  necessary  to  elaborate  on 
developments  in  the  town  of  Liberty. 
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REGIONAL  SETTING 


Liberty  is  located  in  the  northeast  portion  of  Randolph 
County  in  Liberty  Township  near  Guilford,  Alamance  and 
Chatham  Counties.   Before  incorporation  in  1889  as  Liberty, 
the  community  was  known  as  Liberty  Oak  because  Union  Officers 
are  said  to  have  celebrated  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston's  sur- 
render in  1865  under  an  Oak  tree  in  the  area. 

Liberty  is  also  located  in  the  highly  industrialized  Piedmont 
region  of  North  Carolina  near  several  of  the  largest  urban 
centers  in  the  state.   Greensboro,  the  second  largest  city 
in  the  state,  is  less  than  25  miles  to  the  northwest,  and 
Winston-Salem,  the  third  largest,  is  less  than  50  miles  to 
the  west  northwest. 

Numerous  smaller  cities  are  located  within  a  radius  of  50 
miles.   These  include  Asheboro  (the  county  seat  of  Randolph 
County),  High  Point,  Lexington,  Thomasville,  Reidsville, 
Burlington,  Durham,  Chapel  Hill,  Sanford,  and  many  smaller 
communities.   Approximately  one-fourth  of  the  state's  4^ 
million  residents  live  within  this  area. 

In  addition  to  the  large  concentration  of  North  Carolinians 
living  near  Liberty,  this  area  of  the  state  is  experiencing 
a  high  rate  of  growth.   Generally,  the  standard  of  living 
within  the  50-mile  radius  of  Liberty  is  much  higher  than 
elsewhere  in  the  state.   Per  capita  income  is  particularly 
high  . 

Interstate  Highway  85  often  called  the  "textile  highway  of 
the  nation"  connects  the  large  urban  centers  surrounding 
Liberty.   Nearly  one-fifth  of  the  nation's  textile  employees 
work  in  North  Carolina  plants  located  within  40  miles  of  this 
highway.   The  greatest  concentration  of  textile  workers  is 
found  just  west  of  Liberty  in  the  area  between  Asheboro  and 
Hickory  . 
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It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  Liberty  has  "grown  up" 
around  textile  plants.   Although  Liberty  Township  and  the 
rest  of  Randolph  County  have  a  large  number  of  residents 
employed  in  textile  plants,  and  although  several  large  urban 
centers  are  just  a  few  miles  away,  the  Township  and  the  rest 
of  the  county  are  still  predominantly  rural  in  nature  with  a 
large  commitment  to  agriculture  and  much  larger  number  of 
people  holding  nonagr i cu 1 t ur a  1  jobs  but  living  in  rural 
areas.   In  recent  decades,  the  rate  of  growth  in  the  county 
has  been  consistent  with  the  rates  of  growth  in  nearby  urban- 
oriented  counties. 


POPULATION 


At  the  turn  of  the  century,  there  were  30A  inhabitants  in 
Liberty,  about  one-fifth  the  number  reported  in  1960.   Over 
this  60-year  period,  the  town's  rate  of  growth  has  been 
much  greater  than  that  for  the  remaining  portion  of  Liberty 
Township  or  Randolph  County.   Although  the  town  experienced 
a  fivefold  increase  in  population,  the  township  and  county 
little  more  than  doubled  their  population  between  1900  and 
1960. 

The  county  experienced  little  growth  during  the  first  two 
decades  of  this  century.   Since  1920,  however,  the  county's 
population  has  increased  at  a  rapid  rate  —  much  more  than 
the  state  as  a  whole.   The  gain  was  particularly  large  fron 
1950  to  1960.   Compared  to  an  increase  of  12  percent  for 
the  state  and  18  percent  for  the  nation,  the  number  of  people 
in  the  county  rose  by  21  percent  during  the  past  decade. 
Guilford  County's  gain  was  a  little  higher.   The  gain  in 
Alamance  County  was  about  the  same  as  Randolph  County  ex- 
perienced, and  Chatham's  increase  was  considerably  smaller. 

During  the  period  1900-1930,  Liberty  Township's  rate  of 
growth  was  consistently  greater  than  that  for  Randolph  County 
From  1930  to  1950,  the  township  grew  at  a  slightly  lower 
rate  than  the  county.   Although  Randolph  County  and  other 
counties  near  the  town  of  Liberty  experienced  much  growth, 
Liberty  Township  had  only  10  more  residents  in  196  0  than  in 
1950  —  less  than  a  one  percent  increase.   The  primary 
reason  for  the  slow  growth  in  the  township  in  recent  years 
is  the  heavy  commitment  on  the  part  of  the  residents  to  a 
rapidly  declining  industry,  agriculture.— 


_1/  Almost  one-fourth  (23  percent)  of  the  township  residents 
lived  on  farms  in  1960,  compared  to  a  figure  of  14  per- 
cent for  Randolph  County  and  18  percent  for  the  state. 
The  number  of  farm  people  in  the  state  and  nation  is  de- 
clining at  a  rapid  rate. 


CHART  I       POPULATION    INCREASE,    1900  —  1960 
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Tab  le     1 


Population     1900-1960 


Year 

R 

Liberty 
T  0  w  n  s  h  i  p 

Town  o  f 
L  i  b  e  r  t  V 

Town  ship 
Outside  of  Town 

1  9  0  0 
1910 
1920 
1  9  3  0 
19  40 
1950 
1  9  b  0 

28,232 
29,491 
3  0,856 
36,259 
44, 554 
5  0.804 
•5  !  ,  49" 

1  ,  3  6  4 

1  ,880 
2,126 

2  ,908 

3  ,  194 
3  ,600 

304 
474 
636 
873 
922 
1  ,342 
1,438 

I  ,2  60 
1  ,  406 

1  ,490 
2,035 
2,272 

2  ,258 
2,172 

P  e  r  c  t5  n  t  I  r,  c  r  e  a  s  e 

85.9 

24.  1 

0.3 

187.2 

64.7 

7  .  2 

61.5 

6.7 

-3  .8 

1900-  1930 
1930-196  0 
1950-1960 

28  .4 
69  .6 
2  1.0 

All  of  the  townships  adjacent  to  Liberty  Township  are  100 
percent  rural  —   and  have  experienced  rather  slow  growth, 
too.     In  this  e i gh t- t own s h i p  area,  which  extends  into 
Guilford,  Alamance,  Chatham,  and  Randolph  Counties,  are 

four  municipalities.   With  1,438  residents.  Liberty  is 

2  / 
the  largest  of  the  four.—    Ramseur  is  second  with  1,258 

people.   Franklinville  and  Staley  each  have  less  than  700 
residents.   Ramseur's  rate  of  growth  during  the  past  dec- 
ade amounted  to  11  percent  compared  to  7  percent  for 
Liberty.   Due  to  the  relatively  large  gains  in  Patterson 
Township  (Alamance  County),  Clay  Township  (Guilford  County) 
and  Randolph  County's  Columbia  and  Franklinville  Townships, 
the  total  population  in  the  eight-township  area  increased 
by  9  percent  during  the  past  decade.   This  is  a  small  gain 
compared  to  the  nation  and  state,  but  a  much  larger  gain 
than  the  one  percent  increase  reported  for  Liberty  Town- 
ship alone. 


Even  with  the  slow  growth  in  Liberty  Township  during  the 
past  three  decades,  the  town  has  experienced  substantial 
growth  primarily  as  a  result  of  the  large  gain  realized 
during  the  1940's  when  a  large  area  was  annexed.     As  a 
result  of  the  faster  growth  in  the  town  in  recent  de- 
cades —  which  was  made  possible  by  annexation  —  the 
portion  of  the  township  outside  the  town  is  losing  popu- 
lation.  In  1940  there  were  2,272  Liberty  Township  resi- 
dents living  outside  the  town.   By  196  0  this  number  had 


1/  There  were  no  municipalities  in  Liberty  Township  and  the 
seven  adjacent  townships  with  a  population  of  2,500  — 
the  minimum  number  necessary  to  be  classified  as  urban. 

_2/  Only  three  Randolph  County  municipalities  were  larger 

than  Liberty  in  19b0.   They  are  Asheboro  (9,449),  Randle- 
raan  (2,232),  and  Archdalc  (1,520), 
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MAP  2         EIGHT-TOWNSHIP  AREA    SURROUNDING    LIBERTY 
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Population 


Townships  Near  Liberty  -  1950  &  1960 


T  o  w  n  s  h  i  [_         '  o  u  n  t  v  ) 

19  5  0 

1960 

X    Change 

Liberty  (  R  a  ii  d  o  1  p  ti  ) 
Columbus  (  R  a  n  d  0  1  p  b;  ) 
Franklin ville  (Randolph) 
Providence  (Randolph) 
Clay  (Cuilford) 
Greene  (Guilford) 
Patters  t)n  (Alamance) 
Albright  (Chathan;  ) 

Total 

Randolph  County 
Guilford  County 
Alamance  County 
Chatham  County 

Total 

3,600 

3  ,599 

4  ,308 
1  ,025 

1  ,922 
1,659 

2  ,09  7 
1  ,494 

19  ,  704 

5  0,804 

19 1 ,057 

7  1,220 

2  5,3^2 

3  ,610 
4,250 
5,042 
995 
2,152 
1,765 
2,321 
1,403 

21  ,  538 

61  ,497 

2  46, 520 

85,674 

20.785 

4  2  0  .475 

0.3 
18.1 
17.0 
-2.9 
12  .0 

6.4 
10.7 
-6  .  1 

9  .3 

2  1.0 
29.0 
20.3 

5  .  5 

24  .2 

3  3  8.473 

dropped  to  2,172  —  a  loss  of  100  people  in  20  years.  This 
loss  of  population  outside  the  town  indicates  that  all  of 
the  township's  growth  is  occurring  in  the  town.   Much  of 
the  town's  growth  has  been  made  possible  by  corporate  limits 
expansion . 


MAP    3     SUCCESSIVE     CORPORATE     LIMITS     1889—  f964 
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Annexa  t  ion 

At  the  time  of  incorporation  in  1889,  there  were  411  acres 
of  land  in  the  town.   In  1907  the  town  extended  its  corporate 
limits  eastward  and  took  in  61  additional  acres.   In  1935, 
the  town  took  in  88  acres  to  the  west  of  the  original  town 
limits.   The  last  annexation,  in  1948,  more  than  doubled  the 
size  of  the  incorporated  area.   This  annexation  extended  the 
town  limits  in  practically  all  directions  and  added  784  acres 
to  the  560  acres  for  a  total  land  area  of  1,344  acres. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  people  were  added  to  the  town  with 
each  annexation,  however,  the  number  of  houses  currently 
located  in  each  of  the  annexed  areas  indicate  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  town  residents  live  in  these  areas.   Without 
annexation,  decennial  rates  of  growth  for  the  town  probably 
would  not  have  been  much  greater  than  those  for  the  township 
in  recent  decades. 

Due  to  annexation  in  past  decades,  it  is  not  possible  to 
determine  what  effect  migration  had  on  the  town's  population 
growth  prior  to  1950.   Since  there  were  no  corporate  expan- 
sions during  the  past  decade,  migration  for  the  period  1950- 
1960  can  be  determined. 


Migration- 


1/ 


Generally,  there  are  four  types  of  development   within  a 
community  which  can  cause  a  change  in  population.   These  are 
births,  deaths,  migration  and  boundary  shifts.   Since  there 
were  no  changes  of  corporate  limits  during  the  past  decade, 


_1/  All  information  about  migration  refers  to  the  net  move- 
ment, that  is,  the  in-migrants  minus  the  o u t -m i gr a n t s . 
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it  is  apparent  that  births,  deaths,  and  migration  were  the 
only  three  factors  which  could  have  influenced  Liberty's 
growth  during  this  period. 

Although  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  is  not  available  for 
Liberty,  it  is  possible  to  estimate  the  natural  population 
increase  (births  in  excess  of  deaths)  for  the  town  based  on 
birth  and  death  rates  in  Randolph  County.   On  the  basis  of 
the  county  rates,  it  is  estimated  that  there  were  242  more 
births  than  deaths  in  the  town  during  the  past  decade.   There- 
fore, the  242  additional  people  should  have  caused  the  town's 
population  to  increase  to  1,584  in  1960  rather  than  just 
1,438.   This  difference  in  the  actual  and  expected  number  of 
people  indicates  that  146  people  moved  out  of  the  town  between 
1950  and  1960. 

Apparently,  they  and  many  more  residents  of  the  township 
migrated  out  of  the  area  because  an  estimated  641  persons 
left  the  township.   This  out-migration  in  the  town  and  the 


Table  3.   Migration  1950-1960 


Randolph  County 

Liberty 
Twp  . 

Liberty 

Whites 

Nonwh  i  t  e 

Total 

I960  pop. 
Matural  Increase 
Expected  pop.  in  1960 
Actual  pop.  in  1960 
Migration 

Rate  of  Migration 

46,498 

8  ,  199 

54,697 

56,369 

1  ,672 

3  .  1 

4,306 
984 
5  ,290 
5  .  128 
-  162 

-3  .  1 

50,804 

9  ,  183 

59  .987 

61  ,497 

1,510 

2  .  5 

3  ,600 

651^ 
4,251 
3,610 
-  641 

-15.1 

1  ,342 

242^ 
1  ,584 
1  ,438 
-  146 

-9  .2 

Information  on  county  births  and  deaths  provided  by  the 
North  Carolina  State  Board  of  Health. 

Estimate  based  on  county  births  and  deaths  per  1,000 
people  in  1950. 


rest  of  Liberty  Township  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  situ- 
ation found  in  the  county  as  a  whole.   During  the  same  peri- 
od of  time  that  an  estimated  641  people  left  Liberty  Township, 
1,510  persons  migrated  into  Randolph  County.   Presumably,  the 
In-migrants  moved  to  the  Asheboro  area  and  the  northwestern 
portion  of  the  county  where  the  rates  of  growth  are  high. 


Impact  of  Migration  on  Age,  Sex  and  Race  of  Population 

Based  on  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  people  in  a  given  age 
group  in  1960  to  the  number  of  people  in  an  age  group  ten 
years  younger  in  1950,  it  is  possible  to  get  some  indication 
as  to  the  age  of  the  migrants  (see  Table  4).   In  1950  there 
were  211  people  in  the  age  group  5-14.   There  were  27  fewer 
people  in  the  age  group  ten  years  older  (15-24)  in  1960.   Al- 
though some  of  this  loss  of  young  people  may  be  attributable 
to  mortality,  out-migration  is  probably  the  major  factor.   The 
large  loss  of  people  in  the  age  groups  25-34  and  35-44  in- 
dicates that  young  and  middle-age  adults  are  leaving  Liberty, 
as  well  as  young  people.   There  was  a  loss  of  39  and  28 
people,  respectively,  for  these  two  age  groups  during  the 
decade.   In  all  probability,  mortality  was  the  major  factor 
responsible  for  the  losses  in  the  age  groups  45-54  and  55 
and  o ver . 


Table  4.   Change  in  Liberty's  Population  by  Age  Groups 

1950-1960 


No.  in  each 

No  . 

in  Age  Group 

Age  Group 

Age  Group 
1950 

10 

yrs.  older 
1960 

Difference 

Number   %  Change 

5-14 

211 

184 

-27        -12.8 

15-24 

223 

222 

-  1        -  0.4 

25-34 

245 

206 

-39       -15.9 

35-44 

200 

172 

-28       -14.0 

45-54 

133 

113 

-20       -15.0 

55  + 

188 

124 

-64       -34.0 

-  10 


Due  to  the  fact  that  young  people  are  leaving,  the  median  ag e— 
of  the  population  in  Liberty  is  high  --  28.1  compared  to  25.5 
for  the  state  and  27.6  for  Randolph  County.   Since  the  birtli 
rate  for  nonwhites  is  considerably  higher  than  that  for  whites, 
the  relatively  few  nonwhites  in  Liberty  and  Randolph  County- 
may  be  a  factor  in  the  comparatively  low  birth  rate  in  these 

3  / 
areas;—   and  the  low  birth  rate,  in  turn,  results  in  a  small 

portion  of  the  population  in  the  younger  age  groups.   During 
the  past  decade,  the  median  age  of  the  population  in  Liberty 
dropped.   This  drop  is  attributable  to  the  large  number  of 
middle-age  adults  who  left  and  to  the  fact  that  young  out- 
migrants  tend  to  deplete  the  older  age  groups.   The  high  post 
World  War  II  birth  rate  may  be  a  factor,  too.   The  relatively 
large  number  of  babies  born  in  the  late  1940's  is  still  under 
the  median  age  for  the  town. 

As  medical  science  makes  it  possible  for  people  to  live  longer, 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  senior  citizens  will  represent 
an  increasingly  larger  portion  of  the  population.   In  1960, 
6.9  percent  of  the  people  in  both  North  Carolina  and  Randolph 
County  were  65  years  of  age  and  over.   Even  in  1950  Liberty 
had  a  larger  portion  (7.1  percent)  of  its  residents  in  this 
age  group.   By  I960,  9.3  percent  of  the  people  in  the  town 
were  at  least  65  years  of  age.   This  large  percentage  in  the 
65  and  over  age  group  is  the  result  of  the  middle-age  groups 
being  depleted  by  out-migration. 


1/  Median  age  is  the  point  at  which  half  of  the  people  are 
older  and  half  are  younger. 

2/  Percentage  of  the  population  that  is  nonwhite:  North 
Carolina,  25.4  percent;  Randolph  County,  8.3  percent; 
and  Liberty,  2.3  percent. 

3/  There  were  24.1  births  per  1,000  population  in  North 
Carolina  in  1960.   The  birth  rate  for  Randolph  County 
amounted  to  21.9.   It  is  assumed  that  Liberty  had 
approximately  the  same  rate  as  the  county. 
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Tatle  5.    Population  by  Age  Groups  in  Liberty  and  Liberty  Township 


Age 
3  r  Ci  u  p 

Liberty 

Liberty  Township  1960 

1950 

1960 

Total 

Ma  le 

Fema  1  e 

Nonwh  i  t  e 

White 

0-24 
Percent 

25-44 
Percent 

4  5-64 
Percent 

65  + 
Percent 

TOTAL 

'Median 
Age 

576 
42  .9 

445 
33  .2 

225 
16.8 

96 

7  .  1 

601 
44.  9 

428 
32.0 

285 
21.3 

124 

9  .3 

1  ,  607 
44.  5 

991 
27.5 

693 
19.2 

319 
8  .8 

859 
46.3 

501 
27.0 

346 
18.7 

148 
8  .0 

748 
42  .6 

490 
27.9 

347 
19  .8 

17  1 
9  .  7 

361 
57  .3 

152 
24.1 

9  1 
14.4 

26 

4.  1 

1  ,246 
41  .8 

839 
28.2 

602 
20.2 

293 
9  .8 

1,342 
28.9 

1  ,338 
28  .  1 

3,610 
29  .0 

1  ,854 
27.8 

1  ,  756 
30.3 

630 
20.2 

2,980 
31.0 

Since  life  expectancy  is  greater  for  women  than  men,  women 
usually  outnumber  men  by  one  or  two  percent.   In  Liberty  and 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  township,  there  are  more  men 
than  women.   Therefore,   it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
women  are  more  inclined  to  leave  Liberty  and  the  rest  of  the 
township  than  men.    In  1950  women  represented  slightly  more 
than  one-half  cf  the  population,  and  in  1960  they  represented 
slightly  less  than  half. 

Nonwhites  are  more  inclined  to  leave  the  town  and  township 
than  whites.  There  were  fewer  Negroes  in  the  town  in  1960 
than  in  1950.  Although  the  number  of  Negroes  in  the  township 
rose  from  2,630  in  1940  to  2,980  in  1960,  they  represented 
the  same  portion  of  the  population  (18  percent)  at  the  end 
as  at  the  beginning  of  this  20-year  period.—    Therefore, 


J^/  Information  is  not  available  on  a  township  basis  for  1950. 
Nonwhites  represent  a  decreasing  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation in  Randolph  County  and  the  state. 
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since  the  nonwhite  birth  rate  is  probably  higher  than  the 
rate  for  whites  and  since  nonwhites  are  not  increasing  in 
number  faster  than  whites,  apparently  nonwhites  are  more 
likely  to  leave  the  area  than  whites  —  the  same  situation 
found  in  the  county  and  state. 


Table  6.   Population  in  Liberty  by  Race  and  Sex 


'i  e  a  r 

Total 
Pop  . 

Male 

Fema  1  e 

% 
Fema 1 e 

White 

Negro 

7o 
Ne  gr  0 

1950 
1960 

1  ,342 
1  ,438 

652 

724 

690 

714 

51.4 
49.  7 

1  ,303 
1  ,405 

39 
33 

2  .9 
2  .3 

Present  Population  in  Liberty 


1/ 


The  number  of  residential  water  meters  in  the  town—   provide 
some  indication  as  to  whether  the  population  has  increased 
since  1960.   The  recent  Town  Manager,  Clyde  Quick,  counted 
475  residential  water  meters  in  the  town  in  May  1964.  or  14 
more  units  than  were  occupied  in  1960.   Based  on  3.16  persons 
per  occupied  unit  (the  same  as  in  1960),  and  assuming  that 
the  units  are  occupied,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  44 
more  inhabitants  in  the  town  now  than  in  1960,  or  a  3.1  per- 
cent increase  in  the  population. 


Population  in  One  Mile  Area 

According  to  a  visual  field  survey  by  the  State  Highway  Com- 
mission in  March  1962,  there  are  257  occupied  housing  units 
within   the  one  mile  area  surrounding  the  town  of  Liberty. 
Assuming  3.4  persons  per  unit,  the  same  as  found  in  the 


1/  All  occupied  housing  units  in  the  town  have  water  meters 
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township  in  1960,  there  are  874  people  living  in  this  area, 
or  2,350  in  Liberty  and  the  one  mile  area.—' 


Population  projections 

Should  Liberty  continue  to  grow  during  the  1960's  and  1970's 
at  the  average  rate  per  decade  for  the  period  1930-1960,  the 
town  will  have  approximately  2,100  residents  by  1980.  Also, 
based  on  past  trends,  the  township  should  have  about  4,200 
people  by  1980.  The  areas  of  the  township  outside  the  town 
are  expected  to  continue  to  lose  population  due  to  the  move- 
ment off  the  farm. 


Table  7.   P 

opulation  Projections  to  1980 

Year 

Rando  Iph 
Coun t y ( a  ) 

Liberty 
Towns  h  i  p ( b ) 

Li 

De  r  t  > 

(b) 

Township 
Outside 
Town 

1930 

36,259 

2  ,908 

873 

2,035 

1940 

44, 554 

3  ,  194 

922 

2  ,272 

7„  change 

22  .9 

9.8 

5. 

6 

11.6 

1950 

50,804 

3  ,600 

1 

,342 

2,258 

7„  change 

14.0 

12.7 

45, 

6 

-0.6 

1960 

61  ,497 

3,610 

1 

,438 

2,172 

7o  change 

21.0 

0.3 

7  . 

2 

-3  .8 

1970 

72  ,286 

3  ,884 

1 

,718 

2  ,  166 

°L    change 

17.5 

7  .6 

19  . 

5 

-0.3 

1980 

84,535 

4,  179 

2 

,052 

2,127 

%  change 

16.9 

7  .  6 

19 

5 

-1.8 

a-County  projections  were  made  by  Josef  H.  Perry,  Division  of 
Community  Planning,  and  Dr.  C.  Horace  Hamilton,  North  Carolina 
State  University.  They  used  IBM  650  and  1410  computers  to 
project  the  population  by  age  groups. 

b-The  average  percentage  gain  for  the  past  three  decades  was 
used  to  project  the  population  to  1970  and  1980. 


\_l     Population  estimate  for  one  mile  area  is  probably  low  since 
the  survey  taken  by  the  Highway  Commission  includes  only 
those  houses  that  can  be  seen  from  state  maintained  roads 
or  important   nonsystem  roads  not  subject  to  public  maintenance 
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Judging  from  the  rapid  population  gains  expected  for  the 
larger  urban  areas  near  Liberty,  the  town  should  experience 
more  growth  in  the  coming  years  than  past  trends  suggest. 
Large  rates  of  growth  are  projected  for  Alamance,  Guilford, 
and  Randolph  Counties.   By  1980,  there  are  expected  to  be 
118,000  people  in  Alamance,  407,000  in  Guilford,  and  85,000 
in  Randolph.   The  great  population  and  industrial  growth  in 
and  near  the  large  urban  centers  in  these  counties  should 
help  generate  growth  for  Liberty. 


STYLE  OF  LIFE 


In  addition  to  pinpointing  the  changing  population  patterns, 
social  and  economic  characteristics,  such  as  housing,  edu- 
cation, and  income,  are  evaluated  in  order  to  assist  those 
concerned  with  formulating  plans  for  Liberty.   In  order  to 
serve  this  purpose,  the  strong  and  weak  points  of  each  of 
these  characteristics  will  be  highlighted  along  with  sig- 
nificant changes. 


Housing 

The  condition  of  housing  in  Liberty  is  far  superior  to  that 
found  in  the  rest  of  Randolph  County  and  North  Carolina.  Of 
the  474  housing  units  in  the  town,  81  percent  are  in  standard 
condition  (in  sound  condition  with  a  full  complement  of 
plumbing  facilities).   Only  57  percent  of  the  houses  in  the 
state  and  57  percent  of  the  homes  in  Randolph  County  are  in 
standard  condition.   Housing  conditions  in  Liberty  Township 
outside  the  town  are  rather  poor.   Only  34  percent  of  the 
homes  are  in  standard  condition. 

As  is  usually  the  case,  nonwhites  live  in  poorer  housing 
than  whites.   Of  the  150  nonwhite  homes  occupied  by  non- 
whites  in  the  township,  only  19  percent  are  in  standard 
condition.   One-fourth,  or  36  nonwhite  units,  are  dilapidated; 
that  is,  do  not  provide  safe  and  adequate  shelter  and  in 
their  present  condition  endanger  the  health  and  safety  of 
the  occupants. 

Although  there  are  very  few  Negroes  in  the  town,  most  of  the 
Negroes  in  the  township  are  located  in  a  settlement  just 
west  of  the  town  limits  well  within  the  one  mile  planning 
area  of  the  town.   It  is  very  probable  that  there  are  many 
white  homes  in  the  one  mile  area  in  poor  condition,  elso, 
because  58  white  units  in  the  township  are  dilapidated.  There 
are  only  two  dilapidated  units  in  the  town. 
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Table  8.   Housing  Conditions  r>60 


Al  1 

Deterio- 

Dilapi- 

Occupied Units  | 

'L    Owner - 

Units 

Standard" 

rating 

dated 

Number 

Oc  cupi  ec 

Liberty  Twp . 

1  ,  132 

606 

325 

94 

1  ,  055 

73  .0 

percent 

-- 

53 

5 

28.7 

8.3 

93  .2 

-- 

White 

982 

577 

255 

58 





percent 

-- 

58 

8 

26.0 

5.9 

-- 

-- 

N  0  nwh  i  t  e 

150 

29 

70 

36 

— 



percent 

-- 

19 

3 

46.  7 

24.0 

-- 

-- 

Liberty 

474 

384 

62 

2 

455 

76.5 

percent 

-- 

81 

0 

13.1 

0.  5 

96.0 

-- 

Twp .  outside 

of  t  own 

658 

222 

263 

92 

600 

70.3 

percent 

-- 

33 

7 

40.0 

14.0 

91.2 

-- 

Randolph  Co. 

18  ,879 

10,  753 

3  ,639 

1,  168 

17.453 

74.8 

percent 

57 

0 

19.3 

6.2 

92  .4 

-- 

a-  A  standard  housing  unit  is 
complement  of  plumbing  fac 


in  sound  condition  and  has  a  full 
i 1 i  t  i  es  . 


Poor  housing  conditions  are  frequently  associated  with  renter 
occupancy.   Due  to  the  small  size  of  the  town,  condition  of 
housing  by  occupancy  is  not  available.   However,  the  percent- 
age of  owner  occupancy  is  high  and  is  rising.   Compared  to 
60  percent  for  the  state  and  75  percent  for  Randolph  County, 
77  percent  of  the  occupied  units  in  Liberty  are  owned  by  the 
occupants.   In  1950  only  63  percent  of  the  396  occupied  units 
were  owned  by  the  occupants.   Due  to  the  fact  that  Negroes 
often  have  low  incomes,  many  find  it  necessary  to  rent  the 
homes  in  which  they  live.   Home  ownership  in  the  township 
outside  the  town  is  lower,  as  might  be  expected  because  of 
the  large  number  of  Negroes. 


Before  a  great  deal  of  success  can  be  realized  in  attracting 
people  to  the  town  to  live,  a  wider  selection  of  housing  will 
have  to  be  made  available.   In  1960,  there  were  only  19  un- 
occupied houses  in  the  town.   Many  of  these  are  in  poor  con- 
dition and  many  are  not  designed  for  modern  living. 
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I nc  ome 

Income  data  for  the  town  of  Liberty  are  not  available.    Per 
capita  income  in  the  township  amounts  to  $1,235.   This  com- 
pares rather  closely  with  the  $1,260  figure  for  the  state 
and  $1,360  for  Randolph  County.   Evidently,  the  level  of  in- 
come has  been  rising  rapidly  in  the  township.   Randolph 
County  rose  from  a  rank  of  21  among  the  100  counties  in  per 
capita  income  in  1949  to  a  rank  of  17  in  1959.   Liberty  Towr.  - 
ship's  per  capita  income  in  1959  was  91  percent  as  great  as 
the  county  figure. 

President  Johnson,  in  his  war  of  poverty,  refers  to  all 
families  with  less  than  $3,000  in  annual  income  as  poverty 
stricken  because  the  income  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  an 
adequate  level  of  living.   On  the  basis  of  this  definition, 
41  percent  of  the  families  in  the  township  have  meager  in- 
comes.  One-third  of  the  white  families  and  two-thirds  of  the 
nonwhite  families  are  poverty  stricken.   None  of  the  Negro 
families  have  over  $8,000  in  income.   One  white  family  in 
five  or  129  families  have  incomes  of  $8,000  or  greater.   The 
families  in  this  high  income  bracket  are  in  a  position  to 
make  significant  investment  expenditures  to  keep  the  local 
economy  growing.   It  is  likely  that  a  family  with  under  $8,000 
in  annual  income  will  spend  most  of  this  income  for  consumer 
goods  . 

Table  9.   Level  of  Family  Income  in  Liberty  Township  1959 


I ncome 
Group 

Tota  1 

White 

No  nwh  i  t  e  ] 

Amoun  t 

7. 

Amo  un  t 

7o 

Amoun  t 

%    1 

Under  $3,000 
$3 ,000-$7  ,999 
$8 , 000  &  over 

983 

401 
453 
129 

40.8 
46  .  1 
13  .  1 

848 

3  17 
402 
129 

37.4 
43  .3 
19.3 

135 

84 
51 

-- 

62  .2 
37.8 

Total  Family  Income 
Average  Family  Income 
Total  Personal  Income 
t'er  C  d  p  i  L  a  Incouie 

$4,331 ,500 

4,  406 

4,457,114 

1,235 

$3  ,933  ,  000 

4,638 

4,047  ,  057 

1,358 

$398  ,500 

2,952 

410,057 

651 

18 


Education 

Numerous  studies  have  been  made  which  show  the  importance  of 
education.   One  such  study  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Schultz,  economist, 
University  of  Chicago,  reveals  that  for  each  dollar  spent  for 
education  there  is  a  return  of  about  17  cents  each  year.  Com- 
pare this  with  returns  on  money  invested  elsewhere.   The 
returns  on  investments  in  education  are  substantially  above 
the  expected  returns  from  "good"  nonhuman  financial  invest- 
me  nt  s . 


Table  10.   Educational  Attainment  in  Liberty  Township  1960 


All  People 

White 

Nonwl 

i  t  e 

Number 

%^ 

Number 

x' 

Numb  e  r 

x"^ 

Persons  age 

25  and  over 

2,059 

-- 

1  ,784 

-- 

275 

-- 

No.  school  yrs. 

c  omp 1 e  t  ed 

25 

1  .2 

19 

1 

1 

4 

1  .5 

E  1  emen  t  a  r  y 

1-4 

201 

11.0 

147 

9 

3 

54 

21.1 

5-7 

641 

42  .  1 

541 

39 

7 

100 

57  .4 

8  years 

164 

50.  1 

139 

47 

4 

25 

66.5 

High  School 

1-3 

375 

68  .3 

305 

64 

5 

70 

92  .0 

4  years 

475 

91.3 

453 

90 

0 

22 

100.0 

College 

1-3 

99 

96.  1 

99 

95 

5 

— 

— 

4  years  or  more 

79 

100.0 

79 

100 

0 

-- 

-- 

Median  School 

year  completed 

9  .0 

9.5 

7  .4 

a  -  Source:  unpublished  census  data 
b  -  Accumulative  percentages 

The  level  of  educational  attainment  by  residents  of  Liberty 
Township  is  comparable  to  that  found  throughout  the  state.  In 
the  township,  the  median  school  year  completed  by  the  population 
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age  25  and  over  is  9.0  compared  to  8.9  for  the  state  and  8.6 
for  Randolph  County. 

As  is  usually  the  case,  nonwhites  have  much  less  formal  edu- 
cation than  white  people.   The  median  for  the  whites  is  9.5  -- 
two  years  more  of  formal  education  than  the  nonwhites  median 
age  of  7.4.   Nine  percent  of  the  whites  age  25  and  over  have 
attended  college.   Over  one-half  (57  percent)  of  the  Negroes 
age  25  and  over  have  completed  no  more  than  the  seventh  gradcj 
an  inadequate  education  for  this  age  of  mechanization  and 
technology.   Over  one-third  (40  percent)  of  the  white  people 
25  years  of  age  and  over  have  less  than  an  eighth  grade  edu- 
cation, too. 

Nine  out  of  ten  of  the  Negroes  age  25  and  over  and  seven  out 
of  ten  whites  age  25  and  over  in  the  township  have  not  com- 
pleted high  school.   Since  a  high  school  education  was  not  so 
Important  when  many  of  the  older  citizens  were  school-age,  it 
:.s     likely  that  many  of  the  people  without  a  high  school  edu- 
cation are  senior  citizens.   However,  there  are  indications 
that  many  of  the  young  people  in  Liberty  and  the  rest  of  the 
township  are  failing  to  secure  a  high  school  education. 


According  to  "School  Dropouts,"  a  report  by  the  N.C.  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  219  students  dropped  out  of  Randolph 
County—   schools  in  1962-63.   This  represents  2.1  percent  of 
t'lll  students  in  these  schools.   When  compared  to  the  number 
of  graduates,  the  dropout  problem  becomes  more  significant. 
For  each  two  students  who  graduated  from  Randolph  County 
schools  in  1963,  one  person  left  during  the  school  year  without 


1/  The  County  school  system  includes  all  schools  in  the  county 
except  the  Asheboro  city  schools. 
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graduating.   Should  this  development  continue,  even  by  1970 
and  1980  at  least  one-third  of  the  people  will  not  have  a 
high  school  education. 


A  survey  of  Randolph  County  Schools  conducted  in  the  fall  of 
1963  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  indicates  that 
62  additional  classrooms  are  needed  to  take  care  of  the 
student  load.   Only  12  classrooms  are  scheduled  for  completian 
in  1964.—    The  schools  at  Liberty  need  vast  improvements, 
too.   Ten  classrooms  at  the  Liberty  High  School  are  in  poor 
condition  and  should  be  taken  out  of  use.   The  school  plant 
is  located  on  a  small  site  with  many  of  the  facilities  ap- 
proaching educational  inadequacy.   The  Randolph  High  School, 
also  located  in  Liberty,  has  a  ''good  school  plant  with  a  need 
for  special  facilities  (auditorium  and  a  larger  site)  if  it 


is  to  be  continued  as  a  secondary  plant."— 


2/ 


A  good  school  system  is  one  of  the  best  assets  a  community 
can  have  to  attract  more  people  to  the  area.   One  of  the  in- 
dustrialists interviewed  indicated  that  he  chose  to  live  in 
Greensboro  rather  than  Liberty  because  the  schools  were  much 
better  in  Greensboro.   The  quality  of  a  school  is  often  asso- 
ciated with  its  size  because  of  the  wider  selection  of  facil- 
ities and  courses  offered  and  teacher  specialization  in  the 
larger  schools.   Upgrading  the  quality  of  the  schools  in 
Liberty  would  be  a  big  asset  to  the  town. 

As  might  be  imagined  from  the  large  number  of  people  with 
little  formal  education,  there  are  many  residents  of  Liberty 


J_/  N.  C.  Public  School  Survey,  Fall,  1963,  State  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction. 

21     Randolph  County  School  Survey,   1963,  N.  C.  Department  of 
Public  Instruction. 
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and  the  rest  of  the  township  who  need  additional  training. 
The  town  would  stand  to  benefit  if  these  individuals  received 
this  train  ing . 

Through  personal  contact  with  numerous  industrialists,  busi- 
nessmen  and  town  officials,  it  was  learned  that  there  is  an 
acute  shortage  of  craftsmen  in  the  town.   Almost  invariably 
when  questioned  on  the  subject,  the  interviewees  stated  that 
they  relied  on  Greensboro,  Asheboro,  and  other  municipalities 
besides  Liberty  for  plumbers,  heating  and  air-conditioning 
experts,  carpenters,  expert  painters,  and  electricians.   Every- 
one seemed  to  agree  that  there  was  more  than  enough  local 
business  to  support  one  or  more  of  each  of  these  types  of 
c  r a  f  t smen . 


Liberty  would  have  more  drawing  power  as  an  industrial  center 
and  as  a  residential  community  if  these  craftsmen  were  avail- 
able locally.   The  industrial  education  center  in  Asheboro  is 
designed  to  provide  the  unskilled  with  the  necessary  training 
to  hold  useful  and  productive  employment  such  as  the  jobs 
that  need  to  be  filled  in  Liberty.    It  would  be  to  the  benefit 
of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  individuals  involved,  if  the  local 
leadership  would  take  whatever  action  or  steps  are  necessary 
to  insure  that  local  unskilled  residents  attend  the  industrial 
education  center  to  learn  some  useful  trade. 


ECONOMY 


All  available  information  indicates  that  there  is  very  little 
unemployment  in  Liberty  and  the  rest  of  the  township.   Only 
21  persons  or  1.5  percent  of  the  labor  force  in  the  township- 
were  without  work  in  April  1960,  when  the  U.  S.  Census  was 
taken.   The  rate  for  Randolph  County  amounted  to  2.6  percent. 
North  Carolina  had  an  unemployment  rate  of  4.5  percent. 


The  typical  situation  in  North  Carolina,  even  in  the  "textile 
belt,"  is  one  in  which  women  experience  more  difficulty  than 
men  in  securing  employment,  and  Negroes  experience  a  great 
deal  more  difficulty  than  white  people.   This  was  not  the 
case  in  Liberty  Township  in  1960.   The  unemployment  rate  for 
women  was  only  0.9  percent  —  one-half  the  rate  for  men  — 
and  the  nonwhite  rate  of  2.5  percent  was  only  slightly  larger 
than  the  rate  of  1.3  percent  for  whites. 

Reports  by  the  Employment  Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina 
show  that  unemployment  for  all  of  Randolph  County  in  March 
1963,  amounted  to  4.9  percent  --  in  line  with  the  rate  for 
the  rest  of  North  Carolina.   Due  to  more  activity   in  con- 
struction and  agriculture,  the  unemployment  rate  tends  to 
drop  during  the  summer  and  fall  months. 


Table  11.   Employment  in  Liberty  Township  1960 


Total 

Wh  i  te 

Nonwh  i  t  e 

Fema  1  e 

Labor  Force 

1,366 

1  ,  166 

200 

432 

Emp  loy ed 

1  ,345 

1  ,  150 

195 

428 

Unemployed 

21 

16 

5 

4 

%  Unemployed 

1  .5 

1  .4 

2  .5 

0.9 

1/  No  census  information  available  on  Liberty's  economy. 
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Availability  of  Workers 

During  the  interviews  with  leading  industrialists  in  the 
town—   there  was  some  expression  of  a  shortage  of  workers, 
particularly  skilled  workers,  in  firms  manufacturing  wood 
products.   Estimates  by  the  Employment  Security  Commission  of 
North  Carolina  reveal  that  there  are  numerous  production- 
type  worker  s  available  for  employment  in  the  Liberty  area. 

Within  a  15-mile  radius  of  the  town,  there  are  38,800  people, 
1,230  of  whom  are  available  for  pr oduc t i on- ty pe  jobs.   These 
available  workers  include  persons  who  are  currently  seeking 
work  and  potential  job-seekers  who  would  join  the  local  labor 
force  if  more  suitable  work  or  better  job  opportunities  were 
made  available.   Of  the  1,230  pr oduc t ion- type  workers  avail- 
able, one-half  are  men. 

Compared  to  many  other  predominantly  rural  areas  in  North 
Carolina,  a  large  portion  of  the  available  workers  have  some 
degree  of  skill  development.   Of  the  1,230  available  workers, 
105  or  8.5  percent  are  skilled,  435  or  35.6  percent  are  semi- 
skilled, and  690  or  56.1  percent  are  unskilled.   Since  over 
half  of  the  people  considered  available  for  jobs  are  un- 
skilled, a  large  number  of  residents  in  the  Liberty  area  need 
to  attend  the  Industrial  Education  Center  in  either  Randolph, 
Guilford,  or  Alamance  County  to  learn  a  trade. 

The  major  portion  of  those  skilled  and  semiskilled  workers 
available  has  had  experience  in  either  textile,  apparel  or 
hosiery  mills.   Only  five  of  the  105  skilled  workers  and  only 
40  of  the  semiskilled  workers  have  had  experience  in  the 
furniture  industry. 


J_/  Each  manufacturing  firm  in  Liberty  was  visited  to  secure 
employment  and  payroll  data. 
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Table  12.   Characteristics  of  Available  Production-Type  Worker  1964 


Ex 

perience  by  Industry           ] 

Characteristics 

Total 

7.  of 
Total 

Text i  les 
&  Hosiery 

A  ppa  r  e  1 

Furni- 
ture 

Elec- 
tronics 

Other 

Available 
workers 

Ski  lied 

Semiskilled 

Trainable  for 
production  jobs 

1,230 
105 
435 

690 

8.5 
35.6 

56.  1 

65 
185 

60 

5 
40 

20 

35 

130 

In  addition  to  the  production-type  x>;orker  available,  approx- 
imately 285  high  school  graduates  enter  the  labor  market  with- 
in a  20-mile  radius  of  Liberty  each  year. 


Worker  Mobility 

There  is  a  strong  indication  that  Randolph  County's  economy 
does  not  support  all  the  employed  county  residents.   Many  of 
the  employed  residents  commute  to  jobs  in  nearby  counties 
such  as  Guilford,  Davidson  and  Chatham.   Although  there  are 
1,772  outsiders  who  commute  to  jobs  within  the  county,  there 
are  4,527  Randolph  County  residents  who  commute  to  jobs  in 
nearby  counties.   In  other  words,  there  are  2.6  ou t - c ommu t e r s 
for  each  in-commuter.   The  net  movement  amounts  to  a  loss  of 
2,755  workers  to  other  counties. 

The  reverse  worker  mobility  pattern  appears  to  be  the  case  for 
Liberty  and  the  rest  of  the  township.   Although  198  people  or 
15  percent  of  the  employed  residents  of  Liberty  Township  worked 
outside  of  Randolph  County  in  1960.  commuters  into  the  township 
probably  outnumbered  the  ou t - c ommu t e r s  .   For  example,  one  firm 
which  manufactures  wood  products  employs  18  people  from  Siler 
City.   This  represents  almost  one-fourth  of  the  f  i  rm.  '  s  total 
emp  1  oyme  n  t  . 
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Table  13.   Worker  Mobi 


r  Randolph  County  and  Liberty 
_hip  19603 


C  o  u  n  t  V 


Place  Whe  re 
Rando  Iph 

County 
Residents 

W  o  r  k 


Nonresidents 

Working  in 

Randolph 

C  o  u  n  t  V 


Place  Where 
Liberty 
Townsh  ip 
Residents 
Work 


Gui  If ord 
Forsyth 
Davidson 
Mont  gome  r  y 
Mo  ore 
Chat  ham 
A  1  amanc  e 
Wake 

Total  Out-of-Count  : 

Number  working  in 
Randolph  County 

Place  of  work 
not  reported 

%  of  total  employed 
residents 


3  ,409 
44 

454 
49 
61 

242 
63 

182 

4.  527 

19,337 

1  ,004 


517 
12 
195 
2  13 
395 
297 
126 


1,772 


125 


30 
32 


190 


1  ,092 


18.2 


31 


15.0 


Unpublished  census  dat< 


In  1960,  the  ten  manufacturing  plants  with  a  Liberty  address 
employed  930  workers.—    There  were  only  686  residents  of 
the  township  employed  in  manufacturing  in  April  of  that 
year.   Even  if  all  of  these  workers  were  employed  locally, 
there  were  perhaps  as  many  as  244  nonlocal  residents  who 
worked  in  manufacturing  plants  located  in  Liberty  Township. 
If  the  number  of  outsiders  who  worked  in  other  local  in- 
dustries were  available,  the  number  of  net  in-commuters 
might  prove  to  be  much  greater  than  244. 

The  manufacturing  plants  alone  support  considerably  more 
workers  than  there  are  residents  in  the  town.   Based  on  a 

ratio  of  74  nonma nu f a c t ur i ng  jobs  for  each  100  manufacturing 

2/ 
positions,—   there  should  be  approximately  600  nonmanufac- 

turing  jobs  in  the  town.   Therefore,  the  total  number  of 

employment  opportunities  available  in  the  town  in  1960 

probably  amounted  to  as  much  as  1,500  —  more  than  one  job 

for  each  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  town. 


1/  Derived  by  interviews  with  industrialists  and  Earle 

Bradley  of  the  Employment  Security  Commission  of  North 
Carolina . 

2/  Community  Action  for  Economic  Development,  Professor  C. 
S.  Logsdon,  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 
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Present  ilmployment  in  Manufacturing 

As  has  already  been  pointed  out,  the  ten  manufacturing  firms 
with  a  Liberty  address  employed  930  people  in  1960.   Since 
that  time,  two  additional  manufacturing  firms  have  located 
in  or  near  Liberty.   They  are  Hogan  Chair  Company  and  Tex- 
tured Fibers.   The  former  which  was  established  by  local 
residents  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  and  the  latter 
is  located  in  a  modern  plant  in  the  northeast  portion  of  the 
town  . 

Employment  opportunities  offered  by  these  two  new  firms  plus 
expansion  at  the  other  ten  firms  since  1960  have  made  many 
additional  jobs  available.   In  May  of  this  year  (1964)  1,167 
people  were  employed  by  these  12  firms.   This  is  236  more  jobs 
or  25  percent  more  manufacturing  jobs  than  were  available  in 
1960.   All  but  100  of  the  additional  jobs  were  made  available 
by  the  two  new  firms.   Of  the  236  additional  jobs,  83  were 
available  by  expansion  in  the  wood  products  industry  and  153 
were  found  in  the  textile  industry.   In  1963,  the  12  manufac- 
turing firms  paid  out  over  $3  million  in  wages.   This  amounts 
to  approximately  $3,100  for  each  employee. 

Table  14.   Manufacturing  Firms  with  a  Liberty  Address  1964 


Texti  le 

Wood  Products 

Allsheer  Hosiery  Mills,  Inc. 
Dependable  Hosiery  Mill,  Inc. 
Liberty  Hosiery  Mills,  Inc. 
Textured  Fibers,  Inc. 

Gregson  Manufacturing  Co. 
Hogan  Chair  Co. 
Johnson  &  Son  Lumber  Co. 
Liberty  Broom  Works 
Liberty  Chair  Co. 
Liberty  Veneer  Co. 
Quality  Veneer  Co. 
Stout  Chair  Co. 
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Economic  Specialization 

Basic  employment  is  usually  considered  to  be  the  driving 
force  behind  municipal  growth.   Nonbasic  activity  only  cir- 
culates existing  incomes  and  depends  on  basic  industries  for 
existence.   Basic  employment  is  conceived  as  export-orientec 
employment;  that  is,  as  employment  providing  goods  and  serv- 
ices for   nonlocal  markets  and  bringing  in  "new"  money  into 
the  c  ommuni  ty  . 

Agriculture  and  manufacturing  are  the  basic  industries  in 
Liberty  Township.   More  than  two-thirds  of  the  employed  res- 
idents work  in  these  two  industries.   Although  agricultural 
employment  is  probably  declining,  manufacturing  employment 
in  the  township  is  rising  and  represents  over  half  of  the 
total  employment. 

Growth  of  basic  employment  usually  attracts  job  seekers  to 
settle  in  an  area,  thereby  causing  population  growth  over 
and  above  the  natural  increase  from  any  excess  of  births 
over  deaths.   As  was  shown  in  the  first  portion  of  this  study, 
people  are  migrating  from  rather  than  into  the  town  and  rest 
of  the  township.   The  lack  of  nonbasic  industries  to  provide 
people  with  goods  and  ser\'ices  may  be  a  more  important  factor 
in  the  township's  slow  growth  than  the  declining  employment 
opportunities  in  agriculture. 

Manufacturing,  the  industry  which  sustains  Liberty,  is  im- 
peding expansion  of  commercial  activity  due  to  the  location 
of  the  manufacturing  plants.   Four  of  the  plants  are  located 
in  the  heart  of  the  town.   These  plants  compete  with  present 
commercial  establishments  for  parking  space  and  compete  with 
other  commercial  firms  desiring  to  locate  in  the  central  busi- 
ness district. 
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Table  15.   Employment  in  Liberty  Township  by  Industry  Groups  1960 


Index  of 

Percent 

Economic 

Industry  Group 

Employment 

Distribution 

Specialization 

Total  Employment 

1,345 

-- 

-- 

Agriculture 

218 

16.2 

1  .24 

>:anu£acturing 

686 

51.0 

1.6  1 

Wood  products 

293 

21.8 

4.36 

Other  durables 

57 

4.3 

1  .05 

Textiles  &  apparel 

3  1  1 

23.1 

1  .45 

Other  nondurables 

25 

1  .9 

0.29 

Construction 

42 

3  .  1 

0.51 

Trans-Comm- Utilities 

1  1 

0.8 

0.  17 

Commer  c  e 

161 

12.0 

0.58 

Wholesale 

37 

2.8 

1  .04 

Re  tai  1 

116 

8.6 

0  .65 

Finance,  business. 

&  repair  services 

8 

0.6 

0.  14 

Personal  services 

91 

6.8 

0.83 

Professional  services 

80 

5.9 

0.46 

Other 

56 

4.2 

1.27 

Index  determined  by  dividing  the  percentage  distribution 
for  North  Carolina  into  the  comparable  figure  for  Libert} 
Township.   An  index  greater  than  1.00  indicates  economic 
specialization. 
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The  township  is  very  weak  in  nonbasic  industries,  particu- 
larly in  retail  trade,  finance,  business  and  repair  services, 
personal  services,  and  professional  services.   Practically 
all  of  the  people  interviewed  in  Liberty  indicated  that  more 
professional  people  such  as  doctors  and  dentists,  and  business 
and  repair  servicemen  such  as  plumbers,  electricians  and 
carpenters  are  needed.   A  wider  selection  of  retail  outlets 
and  goods  are  also  in  demand. 

Without  additional  employment  opportunities  in  manufacturing, 
the  number  of  employed  residents  could  be  increased  substan- 
tially by  expanding  the  nonbasic  industries  to  better  serve 
local  needs.   Such  an  expansion  would  make  Liberty  a  more 
desirable  place  to  live  and  would,  in  the  long  run,  attract 
more  of  the  Liberty  workers  to  the  town  to  live. 


Stability  of  Major  Industries 

The  manufacturing  industries  to  which  Liberty  Township  has 
the  greatest  commitment  are  rather  sensitive  to  changes  in 
national  business  cycles.   All  of  the  686  township  residents 
employed  in  manufacturing  in  1960  except  82  or  12  percent 
worked  in  plants  producing  wood  products  or  textile  goods. 
Almost  half  (45  percent)  were  employed  in  textile  plants  and 
43  percent  manufactured  wood  products. 

Both  of  these  industries  are  markedly  sensitive  to  changes  in 
national  business  cycles.   Thus,  a  slump  in  national  prosper;.ty 
would  greatly  reduce  the  demand  for  the  goods  produced  by  the 
textile  and  wood  products  industries  throughout  the  nation, 
and  this  decreased  demand  would  tend  to  reduce  employment.   A 
rise  in  national  prosperity  would  have  the  opposite  effect. 
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Automation  is  replacing  workers  in  the  textile  and  wood  prod- 
ucts industries.   In  the  nation  during  the  past  decade,  the 
number  of  textile  workers  deopped  by  22  percent  and  employ- 
ment in  the  wood  products  industry  declined  by  11  percent. 
Although  textile  employment  rose  by  3  percent  in  this  state 
curing  the  past  decade,  employment  in  the  wood  products  in- 
dustry in  North  Carolina  dropped  by  3  percent.   These  employ- 
nent  trends  suggest  that  these  two  industries  are  not  likely 
to  provide  many  additional  jobs  for  the  growing  national  labor 
force  during  the  coming  years. 


Employment  Prospects 

Contrary  to  the  declining  activity  in  textile  and  wood  prod- 
ucts industries  at  the  state  and  national  levels,  most  of  the 
manufacturers  in  Liberty  anticipate  expansion  during  the  coming 
years.   As  a  result  of  plant  consolidation.  Liberty  Hosiery 
Mills  plans  to  move  knitting  machines  to  Liberty  from  the 
Aberdeen  plant  and  plans  to  employ  about  140  additional  workers 
within  a  few  months.   Textured  Fibers  is  expected  to  employ 
approximately  300  workers  within  several  years  --  more  than 
double  present  employment.    On  the  basis  of  expansion  antic- 
ipated  by  manufacturers  in  Liberty,  the  manufacturing  firms 
with  a  Liberty  address  probably  will  employ  almost  1,600 
workers  by  1970,  about  33  percent  more  than  in  May  1964. 

Unlike  most  other  small  communities  in  North  Carolina,  Liberty's 
economy  and  population  can  expand  without  additional  basic  em- 
ployment.  Even  if  employment  in  the  wood  products  and  textile 
industries  in  Liberty  remains  stable  or  declines  slightly  in 
keeping  with  state  and  national  trends,  total  employment  op- 
portunities should  expand.   Opportunities  for  additional  em- 
ployment in  nonbasic  industries  are  good,  particularly  in 
commerce,  personal  services,  and  professional  services.  Based 
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on  national  growth  rates,  180  Liberty  Township  residents 
should  be  employed  in  commerce  by  1970  compared  to  161  in 
1960.   Employment  in  personal  services  should  increase  from 
91  to  100,  and  employment  in  professional  services  may  be  up 
from  80  to  120  during  this  ten  year  period. 

The  decade  of  the  1970's  appears  even  more  promising  for 
Liberty  than  the  present  decade.   The  rapid  industrial  and 
population  growth  which  is  occurring  to  the  north  and  west 
of  the  town  will  probably  have  a  great  influence  on  develop- 
ments in  Liberty  during  the  1970's.   Since  manufacturers  are 
finding  it  advantageous  from  a  profit  standpoint  to  locate 
in  and  near  large  population  centers,  Liberty  stands  to  ben- 
efit from  such  a  trend.   The  movement  of  urban  workers  to 
suburban  and  rural  residential  areas  should  have  a  significant 
impact  on  the  population  in  the  Liberty  area  by  1980. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


In  recent  years,  Liberty  and  the  rest  of  Liberty  Township 
have  experienced  slow  growth  as  a  result  of  out-migration. 
The  town's  more  rapid  growth  during  the  earlier  periods  was 
made  possible  by  annexation.   There  are  still  many  people 
in  the  fringe  areas  around  the  town  who  could  be  annexed  by 
petition.   Based  on  past  trends,  by  1980  the  town  will  have 
almost  2,100  residents  and  the  township  should  have  about 
4,200  people.   The  spillover  from  the  large  nearby  urban 
centers,  however,  may  cause  the  town's  population  to  increase 
more  than  past  trends  indicate. 

There  are  almost  enough  manufacturing  jobs  in  Liberty  to 
support  all  of  the  residents  of  the  town.   Since  manufacturing 
firms  are  finding  it  profitable  to  locate  in  or  near  large 
consumer  markets  and  near  plants  performing  different  stages 
of  fabrication,  Liberty  is  ideally  located  to  attract  even 
more  industrial  firms.   Liberty's  main  problem,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  lack  of  industry,  though  it  needs 
more;  rather  it  is  how  to  get  more  of  the  people  who  work  in 
the  local  plants  to  live  and  shop  in  the  area. 

If  all  the  people  who  work  in  plants  located  in  Liberty  Town- 
ship lived  near  their  places  of  employment,  the  township 
population  would  increase  by  at  least  700  and  the  town  popu- 
lation would  triple. 

Manufacturing,  the  industry  which  makes  Liberty's  existence 
possible,  serves  in  some  measure  as  a  deterrent  to  population 
growth,  as  it  is  retarding  commercial  expansion.   The  four 
manufacturing  plants  located  in  the  heart  of  the  town  com- 
pete with  commercial  establishments  for  parking  space  and 
discourage  new  businesses  from  locating  in  the  central  busi- 
ness district.   Proper  zoning  should  improve  this  situation 
over  a  period  of  time. 
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More  commercial  outlets  and  a  wider  selection  of  goods  would 
make  Liberty  a  more  desirable  place  in  which  to  live.   A 
department  store  which  offers  a  wide  selection  of  general 
merchandise  is  in  great  demand.   Although  the  town  can  never 
hope  to  compete  with  Greensboro,  Burlington,  and  Asheboro  as 
a  major  commercial  center,  a  wider  selection  of  retail  out- 
lets and  goods  would  keep  a  lot  more  of  the  local  money  in 
the  community  to  help  generate  additional  economic  activity. 

Craftsmen  of  all  types  are  in  great  demand  in  Liberty.   More 
professional  workers  are  needed  also.   Many  Liberty  residents 
feel  that  the  town  and  surrounding  areas  can  support  three 
doctors  and  two  dentists  instead  of  just  one  doctor  and  one 
dentist.   These  professional  people  will  have  to  be  attracted 
to  the  community.   There  are  many  unskilled  local  people  who 
need  to  attend  one  of  the  nearby  Industrial  Education  Centers 
to  learn  a  trade.   The  community,  as  well  as  the  individuals, 
would  benefit  from  this  training.   As  is  the  case  with  com- 
mercial expansion,  well-trained  electricians,  plumbers  and 
carpenters  would  be  a  great  asset  to  the  community.  Additional 
craftsmen  and  professional  people  would  create  a  demand  for 
more  secretaries,  and  the  like,  and  these  additional  workers 
would  generate  more  economic  activity. 

Vast  improvements  need  to  be  made  in  housing  for  the  Negroes 
in  Che  settlement  just  west  of  town.   Such  improvements  may 
be  made  through  a  community  project.   However,  before  the 
poor  housing  situation  in  this  settlement  can  be  fully  cor- 
rected, the  town  may  need  to  do  at  least  one  of  two  things: 
(1)  construct  low-rent  housing  in  the  area,  and/or  (2)  adopt 
a  housing  code.   However,  neither  of  these  approaches  can  be 
implemented  unless  the  Negro  settlement  is  annexed  into  the 
town  . 
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